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Minister’s Letter

Rev Tony Parkinson

I have started to read a book which has been sitting on my shelf for a while
— The God Delusion by the eminent biologist Richard Dawkins. His basic
thesis seems to be that God does not exist, and that anyone who believes in
God is by definition deluded. God is not necessary as the explanation for
the existence of an ordered universe, since the laws of science govern all
that exists. Religion, if not the root of all evil, is responsible for much of
the misery that has befallen the world over centuries. God is an outmoded
concept, and while the bible is good literature, it has no other value.

Dawkins is, without doubt, a brilliant scientist — but he has forgotten that
science can only answer some, not all, of the big questions. Physicists may
be able to describe the beginning of the cosmos, biologists can show the
process of the evolution of life, astronomers can analyse the chemical
make-up of far-distant stars, but none of them can answer the question
‘why is the universe here at all?’ Why should there be so many planets and
stars, and yet apparently only one on which intelligent life has evolved?
And has life any purpose, or is it just a natural progression from birth to
death with no greater meaning?

These are questions which the ‘new atheists’ might regard as irrelevant, but
they are crucial for people of faith. I don’t pretend to understand the
complexities of biology or cosmology, but I know that life has more to it
than simply a meaningless existence. I know that because I am not alone,
but part of a web of relationship, with family, friends, humanity, all
creation — and I believe that the origin of that web is to be found in God,
who ‘made’ the cosmos (in some unfathomable way) in love, and by
revealing his nature to his creation inspires them to live and love so that
this world may be a reflection of God’s own self.

The fundamental commands ‘love God and love your neighbour as you
love yourself’ spell out that relatedness, and lay down the mission of all
Christians, to point others to God by the way we live and the way we care
for them, whoever they are, simply because they are made in the image of
God.
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And that may be the best way of making an impact on people who have
little or no faith, and maybe less willingness to listen to what they would
characterise as unscientific arguments for the existence of God. The fact is,
we can’t argue people into the kingdom of God; but we can love them into
it, and pray that they will realise the truth of it for themselves. And it’s

never too soon to start!
- et em o
Yours in Christ’s service, B

Ecumenical Lent Course
Hazel Bateman, Churches Together

Members of Churches Together in Chandler’s Ford are excited about this
Lent course: Singing in the Rain by internationally renowned speaker Jeff
Lucas, which has been selected for study in ecumenical groups following
our usual pattern. The course examines the last seven days of Jesus’ life as
seen through the Gospel of Mark.

Jesus was well aware of the trouble that lay ahead for Him, yet He retained
His poise, dignity and passion through the agony of blood, sweat and tears.
So what can we learn from His example? Can we learn, somehow, to ‘sing
in the rain’ in the midst of our own challenges, disappointments and hurts?

Each session begins with a DVD presentation, followed by questions and
discussion. There are six weekly sessions, so the groups will commence in
the week beginning Sunday 19" February. Sign up on the Linkway
noticeboard from 5"-13" February.

Circuit Evening Service

The evening service on 5" February at St Andrew’s, Eastleigh is important
for Simon Young because he will be formally recognised as a Local
Preacher. Rev Peter Cornick is conducting the service with the sermon by
Dr Michael Langrish, Lord Bishop of Exeter. Rev Liz Hunter, a Methodist
minister from Jersey, will also be taking part. Please support Simon with
your presence, and with your prayers if you cannot be there.




Saturday Church
Christine Slatcher ‘® 8057 0306

On Saturday 14™ January about 80 of us attended
our first Saturday Church. There was a buzz in
the hall as people of all ages explored together the theme ‘Creator God’.
In one area, discussions about the beginning of the universe could be heard
as people participated in experiments on expanding gases and demonstrated
light by building simple electric circuits.

Others marvelled at God’s wonderful creatures as we built large animals
out of cardboard boxes and tiny bugs from pipe cleaners. Using hand drills,
some people made wooden bird tables to take home for the birds in their
gardens. We also cooked and decorated gingerbread people and played
games to illustrate how we are all different but all made and loved by God.

Rev Lesley Martin led us in prayers and songs and helped us to tell the
creation story with some of the things we had made. We were then
challenged to look after God’s world by taking part in our Church
Creation Challenge.

Finally we all enjoyed a yummmy meal of Beef or Vegetable Chilli Burritos
and jacket potatoes. We would like to thank all the volunteers who helped
with the activities, set up, cooked food, cleared up or collected materials
for us and members of the prayer team who came along to support us.

Our next Saturday Church is on Saturday 11" February when the theme
will be “Who is Jesus?’

If you would like to help in any way, however small, please speak to
Elizabeth Ruff or Christine Slatcher or ™ saturday.cfmc@gmail.com and
please remember this new venture in your prayers.

If you would like to attend Saturday Church with your children or
grandchildren please speak to Elizabeth Ruff or email us. It is helpful for
us to know who intends to come for catering.
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Prayer AT
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Denise Gordon \ \x\_
At the Covenant Service on 8" January, many of the Prayer \
Team were present and our minister Peter commissioned us N Z

for God’s service to pray for anyone and their needs.

We hope to have one, two or three people available in the Prayer Corner
at the end of each service on Sundays. Should anyone need ministry during
a service please speak to a steward who will find one of us. Don’t ignore a
prompt from God as His timing is not our timing!

We on Prayer Ministry believe that God’s power is the same yesterday,
today and forever, and that God loves and cares for each individual and
wants us to know His wholeness.

In Prayer Ministry we have witnessed His healing power — sometimes the
answer is instantaneous but often a problem needs more ongoing prayer.
We have seen troubled people receive God’s peace. Often God’s answer is
different from that which we expect, but He knows much better than us
what is needed.

It is a great privilege to be called upon for this service, which is totally
confidential.

Church Quiet Day

On Saturday 3" March from 10.30 am to 3.30 pm
at Crowe Methodist Church in the New Forest

Theme: Into the Wilderness
led by Peter Cornick and Margaret Smithson

Come and spend a day of quiet prayer and reflection for Lent.
Refreshments will be provided at the beginning of the day and at lunchtime
(bring your own packed lunch). The day will end with refreshments and a
cream tea. Cost per person is £6.00.

Book your place by giving your name to Margaret Smithson & 8060 1440
or ™ margaret@smithson85.plus.com and let her know if you need
transport.




Sunday Lunch Sunday
4™ March Mike Slatcher ‘® 8057 0306

In our Welcome Team meetings (and when previously known as the
Church Culture Action Team) we have often discussed the value of inviting
people to our homes for a drink or a meal. This is a particularly good way
to get to know newcomers, and to help them settle in to our church family.

We know that some people are very good at doing this already, but we
wonder if collectively we are losing the habit. So we wish to promote this
by declaring 4™ March as Sunday Lunch Sunday, and we invite all to join
in, not just newcomers.

Throughout February we will be seeking volunteers to host one or more
guests, and also looking for anybody who would like to be a guest. We will
then try to match up hosts and guests. We will have sign-up sheets in the
Linkway, and will be asking people directly.

We wish to keep this as flexible as possible — no rules! Hosts can offer
whatever kind of meal they like, from afternoon tea to a full roast, and they
can invite their own friends as well. If 4™ March doesn’t work, please
consider another date. However we will need to know if hosts have any
accessibility issues like steps, and we need to know if guests have any
mobility or dietary requirements.

To take part or for more details, contact me or Jane Padley & 8026 6180.

Healing Service

On Sunday 26™ February at Colden Common Methodist Church at
6.30 pm is a Healing Service led by Rev Lesley Martin. All are invited.

Ash Wednesday Service

The Ash Wednesday Service is on Wednesday 22™ February at 7.30 pm
in our church.
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Women’s World Day Of Prayer
Shirley Dunsire
The three events for 2012 are:- 1F.
Bible Study — Tuesday 14™ February at our church
10.00 am - 12 noon Speaker: Margaret Smithson.

Quiet Afternoon (with tea) — Thursday 23" February at St Boniface
1.30 - 3.30 pm Speaker: Sally Kerson.

The Service — Friday 2™ March at U.R.C. Kings Road
1.45 pm Speaker: Rev. Maria Hooper.

The service this year has been prepared by the women of Malaysia and
called Let Justice Prevail. The theme echoes the present-day concerns of
the unjust actions endured even today, especially by women who are still
discriminated against in the fields of education and employment.

Although women are beginning to be accepted into higher education and
professional positions, they are still very much in the minority. Voices for
truth and justice have been silenced. Corruption and greed are threatening
the way of truth.

The women of Malaysia ask for mercy, forgiveness and justice as they
consider these complex issues.

Stewards’ Notes

Barbara Lowe & 8026 9423
Are you ready for the Digital TV Switchover?

Households in our area will need to retune any TV
sets with digital boxes on 7" March when the
analogue signal for BBC 2 is switched off. On 21*
March the remaining analogue channels will be
switched off.




If you have an older TV, you probably don’t need to buy a new one, as
most sets can be converted with a digital box. If you are unsure, ask a
friend who knows about digital to try out their box at your house. Then for
about £30 you can buy your own box.

If you are 75 or over, then for £40 an approved installer will supply and
install a box, and show you how to use it. If you qualify, call the BBC help
scheme free on & 0800 40 85 900.

The changes will not affect your analogue radio. Also remember there is no
such thing as a digital aerial — if anyone tries to sell you one it is a scam.

If you are unsure about what you need to do, contact One Community
B 8090 2400 who will point you in the right direction.

Stewarding during December. The Stewards would like to thank all who
helped with stewarding during December at the carol concerts and other
events.

Bible Readings. If you would like to read on a Sunday, please put your
name against a date on the sign up sheet in the Linkway. If there are no
names on the list for a particular Sunday, we usually ring round general
volunteers on Friday or Saturday — if you are out, then we phone someone
else.

Have you ever thought about becoming a steward? We look forward to
recruiting four new stewards to take office from May for a three year term.
Mostly, people don’t volunteer, maybe out of modesty(?) but it can be hard
for us to identify church members who would like to be asked!

So if you would consider offering your time, please talk to an existing
steward about what is involved. (We know that not all stewards are happy
to address the congregation from the front — you can be excused that duty.)

We are a friendly team and support each other in what we do, swapping
duties when they conflict with other events. For me, it is a privilege to
steward and it is an outworking of my faith.

February 2012 7



Music Director’s Notes
Helen Cornick @ 8026 8803

Thank you to all who were involved in any way in making
music over the Christmas period. In particular, to the
members of the orchestra and choirs who played and sang
in the Carol Service. We had successful visits to Brendon
Care, Knightwood and to the Trinity Court Nursing Home,
and with Churches Together in Chandler’s Ford at Asda.

‘Singing the Faith’ will become our main church hymn book. To celebrate
its launch at Chandler’s Ford, our morning service on Sunday 19"
February will be a Songs of Praise. It will include hymns and songs, both
well known and new. We will have an orchestra and (I hope) an augmented
choir for this service — remember the Carol Service?

Singers’ rehearsal — Friday 17" February 7.45 pm - 9.00 pm
Orchestra rehearsal — Saturday 18" February 4.00pm - 5.30pm

Let us make this service a real celebration of music and word, culminating
with Holy Communion.

The church has bought a number of ‘Singing the Faith’ books, including
music and large print copies as well as the standard word copies. It was not
cost effective to buy one book for each seat given that we project all hymns
in our morning service. From 19" February, anyone wanting to use a hymn
book for a service, will need to collect one when coming in.

I am really grateful for those who have already made financial donations to
cover the cost of a church hymn book. Are you willing to make a donation
towards the cost of these books? Word copies cost £7.50, large print copies
cost £12.50 and music copies cost £25. Please give your donation to me
and I will ensure it gets to our treasurer.

Donations can attract a Gift Aid reclaim of 25% of the amount donated. If
you already have a Gift Aid declaration for CFMC in place, the church will
record your named donation and make the appropriate claim. If you do not
and wish to Gift Aid this donation, please use a church Gift Aid envelope.

Following our production of Hopes and Dreams in November we have
been able to make a donation of £650 to Children in Need.




Resources
John Bronsdon, Chairman Resources Committee

Thank you! A big thank you to our staff and members who helped set up,
operate sound systems, clear up, clean and generally keep the church clean
and tidy over the Christmas period. Christmas is always a busy time in our
church with many visitors attending and it is important to keep the
premises looking clean and tidy.

And, of course, thank you to Mike Beed and David Barrett who have done
a sterling job clearing leaves.

Kitchens. Both refurbished kitchens have a few minor issues to resolve but
these are in hand. However, please, if you do use the kitchens do clean
them after. Please ensure sinks, worktops, cookers and floors are cleaned
before you leave. Recently, it has been noticed that sinks have been left
stained and floors not swept. Cleaning materials are available — if they need
replenishing please ask our caretaker, John, and he will restock.

Loan of church equipment. Recently one or two items from church have
been borrowed by members without letting anyone know. As a general rule,
there is no problem with members borrowing items — tables, crockery,
projector, screen etc. However, please do ask first. The first person to ask is
our caretaker John who knows what equipment is needed and when for
church use. He can then make a note on the booking sheet, where
appropriate, to ensure that items are not “double booked”. For catering
items please double check with Jane Archer, Hilary Beed, or Mo Martin.

We occasionally loan out the media projectors. Because of their cost, if
they are loaned out for “non church” use a small donation to church funds
would be appreciated. Thank you.

Future plans. In the previous edition of The Link 1 did report that the
Resources Committee are considering what work needs to be carried out to
our premises in order to keep them well maintained, and asked that if
anyone had any suggestions as to what we should do to let me know. We
haven’t finalised any plans, so if you think that there are any areas that
need attention or you have any others suggestions, please talk to me or
Shaun, our Property Manager.
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Why are you knitting?

Helen Cornick

Several people have been wondering why I have been bringing my knitting
into the Coffee Room recently! Here is the answer:

During this Methodist year, Methodist Women in Britain (formerly
Women’s Network) in the Southampton District is supporting the Hamlin
Fistula Hospital in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Ethiopia is a country about the
size of France and Spain combined. The hospital cares for and operates on
women who have suffered an obstetric fistula during childbirth, which
results in incontinence, infection, and often paralysis, as well as severe
social stigma.

The hospital treats between 2,000 and 3,000 women a year, and when they
arrive at the hospital, each woman is given a blanket — a symbol of
security, but also a necessary means of keeping warm in the colder nights.
If the operation is successful, the women take the blanket home with them.
Hence there is a great need for many blankets!

Thank you to all who have given brightly coloured double knitting wool
that they no longer need — and/or to the number of people who are helping
this project by knitting blankets. We have until August to make the
blankets, but T will be handing over as many as we have on the morning of
5™ May, when we have a speaker coming to Chandler’s Ford to talk about
the Hamlin Fistula Hospital, and to give us updated information.

I will take a photo of knitters and blankets in the Dovetail Centre on
Tuesday 17™ April at 3.30 pm. Please let me have any completed blankets
or spare wool! T can let you have a knitting pattern if you would like to get
involved.

Money is also being raised towards the work of the hospital — and I have a
DVD of the work of the hospital if you are interested in finding out more.
Our project supports the 5" Millennium Development Goal to promote
maternal health, so our little bit is making a difference in helping to
achieve a United Nations aim!
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Spectrum

Catherine Gordon & 8026 5167

We had a really enjoyable Christmas evening in December with candlelit
carols and readings followed by a buffet supper to which we all
contributed. After the buffet there was a quiz, which generated chatter and
laughter, with a small prize for the winner!

In the New Year we were pleased to welcome Barry Summerton to give
us a talk and show slides on ‘Family Matters’ when he showed us how
Family does Matter, telling us about his family tree including his children
and grandchildren with a lovely photograph taken on his wedding day of
the Bride and Groom! He also told us about his time spent as a Magistrate
in the Family Court when he dealt with ‘Family Matters’. During this time
he and his wife June were invited to a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace
— very grand! Finally, he spoke about the Action for Children HQ near the
Air Traffic Control at Swanwick where help is organised for other families
who matter — e.g. Child Contact Centres such as the one held at our church
to provide a safe, friendly and neutral place for separated parents to spend
time with their children. A very interesting and, at times, humorous evening
which we all enjoyed.

Our next monthly meetings, at which new members and visitors are always
welcome, in the Dovetail Centre at 7.30 pm are:

Tuesday 7" February — Richard Wright — Songs and stories

Tuesday 6™ March Jill Daniels — The Meon Valley

Please note that the meeting on 3™ April has been cancelled.

Men’s Supper Club [
Derek Lowe ‘® 8026 9423 i

Our next monthly meetings in the Dovetail Centre at 7.30 pm are:

Tuesday 28" February Tony Richmond — Woodbine Willy
Tuesday 27™ March Richard Wright — 72 miles of Scenic Splendour
Tuesday 24" April Open Night — Gospel Choir

February 2012 1



Services

Sunday 5" February

Wednesday 22" February

8.00 am Holy Communion
Rev Peter Cornick

10.30 am All Age Worship
Helen Cornick

6.30 pm Circuit Service
at St Andrews, Eastleigh

Friday 10™ February

10.30 am Shoppers’ service
Rosemary Minett

Sunday 12" February

10.30 am Morning Worship
Rev Bryan Coates

6.30 pm United Service
Ken Richardson

Friday 17" February

7.30 pm Ash Wednesday Service
in our church

Friday 24" February

10.30 am Shoppers’ service
Rev Peter Cornick

Sunday 26™ February

10.30 am Morning Worship
Delcie Dalby

6.30 pm Evening Worship
with Holy Communion
Rev John Crossley

Friday 2" March

10.30 am Shoppers’ service

10.30 am Shoppers’ service
Pam Madders

Sunday 4" March

Sunday 19" February

10.30 am Morning Worship
with Holy Communion
Rev Peter Cornick

6.30 pm Evening Worship
Rev John Archer

8.00 am Holy Communion
Rev Peter Cornick

10.30 am Multiplex Worship
Rev Peter Cornick

6.30 pm Evening Worship
Rev Lesley Martin
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Calendar

Church Services are listed on page [12]
Prayer Time is each Thursday at 9.00 am in the church
Women’s Fellowship is each Tuesday [17]
February
Saturday 4"  8.30 am Prayer Breakfast at our church
Monday 6" Monday housegroup [15]
Tuesday 7™ Spectrum [11]
Wednesday 8" Men’s Fellowship [19] Park Road housegroup [15]
Thursday 9"  Mums and Minis [15] Bloomer housegroup [15]
Saturday 11"  Saturday Church [3]
Sunday 12"  Wiggly Worship [16]
Tuesday 14™  WWDoP Bible Study [6]
Friday 17" Singers’ rehearsal [8]
Saturday 18"  Orchestra rehearsal [8]
Sunday 19"  Songs of Praise [8]
Monday 20"  Bring a Thought group [15]
Wednesday 22™ 7.30 pm Ash Wednesday Service [12]
Deadline for the March edition of The Link
Thursday 23 Mums and Minis [15] WWDoP Quiet Afternoon [6]
Sunday 26™ Healing Service [5]
Monday 27"  Book Group [15]
Tuesday 28"  Men’s Supper Club [11]
Wednesday 29" Park Road housegroup [15]
March
Friday 2™ WWDoP Service [6] Rowntree h/g [15] Fairtrade [21]
Saturday 3  8.30 am Prayer Breakfast at St Andrew’s, Eastleigh
Church Quiet Day [4]
Sunday 4" Sunday Lunch Sunday [5]
Monday 5" Bring a Thought group [15]
Tuesday 6™ Spectrum [11]
Thursday 8"  Bloomer housegroup [15]
Saturday 10®  Going for Gold [23]
Wednesday 14™ Men’s Fellowship [19]
Monday 19"  Bring a Thought group [15]
Tuesday 27"  Men’s Supper Club [11]
29" - 31 Drama play — Entertaining Angels [22]
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Welcomers

February

5% Jenkins family

12"  Lin Hedley and
Mike Slatcher

19"  Goodhead family

26th

Sandy and Cameron Denton

Mike Slatcher & 8057 0306
March

4™ Sandra and Roland Wylie
1" Marylyn and Derric Webster
18"  Celia and Mike Child

25" Boyles family

Sunday Morning Coffee

February

5 SNiF

12 Bronsdon team

19 TAG

26™  Bring a thought group

Chris Embleton & 8026 5885
March

4" Back row group

11™  Park Road housegroup

18  Drama group

25" Winchester Road housegroup

Creche Rota

Mo Martin

Each week Mo Martin and Doreen Lewry will staff the créche, plus:

February

5 Sylvia Jobson

12" Anne Barrett

19"  Hilary Singer

26™  Margaret Launchbury

March

4 Celia Child

1" June Mutch

8" Carolyn Hawthorne
25" Wendy Searle
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Home Groups

Book Group
Daphne Waite
B 80253611

Bring a Thought

Gordon Bloomer
B 8076 8581

Monday
B 8026 6786

Mums and Minis

Oakmount
13 Merdon Avenue

Pam Rowntree

Park Road
& 8025 1528

Winchester Road
B 8026 1146

Monday 27" February at 8.00 pm

86 Brownhill Road — New members welcome
Girl with Green Eyes by Edna O’Brien

The story of a young girl in 1960s Dublin.

Monday 20" February, Mondays 5™ and 19" March
9 Clevelands Close at 8.00 pm

Thursday 9th February at 7.45 pm

2 Meadow Grove — Communion-- Rev Peter Cornick
Thursday 8™ March at 7.45 pm
61 Glen Eyre Road — Saturday Church

Monday 6" February at 2.00 pm
12 Tuscan Walk
Paul’s 3" Missionary Journey — Barbara Hillier

Thursdays 9" and 23™ February
10.00 am to 12 noon in the church

See notice sheet for details

Friday 3" February at 8.00 pm

17 Beechwood Crescent

Friday 2™ March at 8.00 pm

1 The Woodlands — Song in Worship

Wednesdays 8" and 29" February at 7.45 pm
115 Park Road — Bible Characters

See notice sheet for details
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Message Board

Vanessa Fingerle, Bookings and Social Events Coordinator, hours of work
are Monday 10.00 am to 12 noon, Wednesday 10.00 am to 11.00 am and
Friday 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm.

Mobility scooter for sale. Do you know anyone looking to buy a mobility
scooter? Mum has one that she no longer wants. It has hardly been used
and was in storage for some time, has a new battery and is in very good
condition. We’ve tried it on Ebay at £300 ono but had no real interest. She
would accept any reasonable offer. Let me know if you are interested and
would like to know more or have a look — Susan Gulliver & 8025 4916.

The Fullbrook family are pleased to announce and celebrate the 40"
Wedding Anniversary of Celia and Cyril on 26" February. They’d like to
take the opportunity to publicly thank Mum and Dad for their love and
support over the years, to wish them a Happy Anniversary, and to wish
them many more happy years together.

Wiggly Worship — Lively worship, story and craft for young children on
Sunday 12" February at St Andrew’s, Eastleigh starting at 9.30 am, with
free play and refreshments at 10.00 am. Please note from March we are
meeting on the 4" Sunday in the month. Rev Kate Cambridge & 8061
7394.

In January we welcomed Elenie Eliana Ace into our Church Family by
baptism.

Thank yous

The family of Connie Harding would like to express their thanks to
members of the church and friends for their kind words and support since
Connie’s death.

Mrs Bickerton would like to thank her friends at the Methodist church for
all their good wishes and the beautiful flowers she received on 25"
December for her 100" birthday.
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Coffee Room

Jane Archer

The Coffee Room once again enjoyed a busy and festive Christmas period.
Takings reflected this in the first two weeks of December, being
considerably higher than the previous year: £312.93 as against £208.14,
and £331.30 as against £203.85.

The second of these in each case was ‘Mince Pie Week’, one of our long-
standing popular traditions, and I’d like to thank warmly everyone who
contributed the delicious home-made mince pies. Warm thanks also to all
the helpers who devoted mornings to the Coffee Room in the period when
Christmas preparations make so many demands on our time.

Thank you also to the many kind customers — both individuals and groups
— who gave us presents and cards with heart-warming messages of thanks
and appreciation. These alone make our work so worthwhile. Please
continue to support the Coffee Room and introduce it to your friends.

With best wishes to everyone for a good 2012, from us all.

Women'’s Fellowship
Rosemary Pontin & 8026 9330

Three meetings before Christmas focused on celebration and entertainment.
Barbara, our President, began by warmly congratulating Vi Howlett on her
101* birthday, and presented her with a bouquet. John Pitman, in his usual
humorous style gave an original slant on What the butler saw. We weren’t
sure what to expect, but he brought to life what living and working in a
stately home was like in the 19" and 20™ centuries. Jokingly he named it
Westwood Grange, the owners being Lord Cameron and Lady Sandra
Smith.

The carol service was again arranged and led by Chris Blake, with suitable
readings by members and friends. Barbara thanked Kath Phillips for
accompanying the carols and Alan Gilbert for his festive solos.
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The Christmas party was held on 13™ December with Margaret Smithson
again enjoyably entertaining with music and readings. Barbara thanked the
committee for providing a buffet tea and several friends for helping.

10/1/12 A New year — a new hymn book Singing the Faith. Rev Peter
Cornick was welcomed as our speaker and gave his personal comments on
the hymns — such as the use of modern words, some updated, many with
theological thoughts for the Christian world beyond this country, speaking
out for the oppressed, care for the planet, and some still old-fashioned
language. Peter also values the delights of old favourites and the richness
of new hymns, and closed with a blessing from no. 648 “God to enfold
you, Christ to uphold you”.

17/1/12 “Life in Iran as a housewife” — Talking in a genial manner,
Sandra Simmonds gave Part II of her story after marrying an Iranian
Naval Officer in Portsmouth in 1977, and sharing him with three more
wives! She described the rules and restrictions, had to change her name,
have no opinions, no shopping or laughing, walking seven paces behind her
husband, no TV until evenings, obedient, rising at 3.30 am to visit a
Mosque, and was even locked up for misbehaviour. Sandra eventually
divorced her Iranian husband, came back to England and is again married.

24/1/12 Richard Wright gave an interesting and informal talk on
“Photography then and now — how things have changed”. He gave a short
history of cameras from 1839 and spoke of George Eastman who patented
the box camera in 1888 and introduced the name Kodak. Instamatic and
digital cameras came as technology moved on. Members showed photos of
our ancestors giving memories for life and future generations.

All are welcome to our meetings in the Dovetail Centre at 2.30 pm:

Tuesday 7" February ~ Ruth King — More modern knickers

Tuesday 14" February John Andrews

Tuesday 21* February Margaret Pickett [B&B for Action for Children]
Tuesday 28" February Jill Daniels — Through the Keyhole

Tuesday 6™ March David King
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Men’s Fellowship Qe L
Don Turpitt 8026 7128 »}‘!l

Our speaker for December was Gerald Ponting who gave

a presentation entitled ‘Artists and Antiquarians

Stonehenge’, which examined the way in which the site has been seen by
its many visitors from 14™ century to the present day. He was brought up a
few miles from Salisbury and took an early interest in prehistoric stone
circles throughout Britain, with his main interest being centred on
Stonehenge and Callanish in the Outer Hebrides.

Many theories have been raised on the purpose and time of construction of
Stonehenge, but the antiquarians of 17" and 18" centuries tried to explain
these without having the modern techniques of dating and excavation. One
theory was that they were temples of the Druids, but those were a
priesthood of the Tron Age Celts, whereas the circles were first built in the
earlier Neolithic and Bronze Age periods.

We saw many drawings and paintings of Stonehenge. Some well-known
artists such as Turner, Constable and Holman Hunt have all included the
stones for their subject, using the background of the sky to enhance the
effect. Stonehenge is a World Heritage Site and a new visitor centre has
been planned.

For our January meeting we enjoyed a trek through Nepal undertaken by
Paul Bowers, who had previously been a police photographer. His slides
covered a recognised expedition starting at the dangerously located Lukla
Airstrip, and trekking (complete with cooks, porters and tents) to
Thyanboche with its stunning views of Everest and the pretty nearby
mountain of Amadablam.

With swaying wooden bridges over rivers, it was necessary to cross one
person at a time. Due to the narrow paths which took them to ever higher
regions, it once took eight hours to go just three miles. At the Everest
National Park they had to pay an entrance fee to be registered in and out. It
was hot by day and cold by night, and they were lucky with the weather as
we saw clear and spectacular pictures of their destination.

Most people in Nepal are Hindu, but in the mountain regions they are
Buddhist. A visit was made to the Namche Bazaar (a trading post) and we
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saw the local Buddhist monastery, a temple and the region’s Kunde
hospital (funded from the Sir Edmund Hillary Foundation).

Our next monthly meetings in the J Ambrose Chalk Room at 10.00 am are
(note programme change):

Wednesday 8" February John Bronsdon — Work and Play in India
Wednesday 14™ March Roger Bricknell — Canals & Narrowboats
Our Sunday evening Men’s Fellowship church service will be on 29" April.

Boys’ Brigade R
Brian Burnage & 8026 9733 B B
www.1lcfbb.com (XY [,

Regular meetings are now back in full swing with interesting
programmes and activities planned for all sections.

We are able to cope with larger numbers in all three sections and
information leaflets are available on the BB Notice boards in the Linkway.

This month’s events include the SW Hants Chess Competition on
Saturday 4™ and a BB Coffee morning on Saturday 11",

Anyone interested in taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
should contact Kevin or Sarah Brown so that the necessary training can be
planned.

Recycling: We continue collecting stamps, old mobile phones and ink
cartridges for Naomi House; Ring pulls for the Philippines; Milk Bottles
top are given to the Sophie Brabinger Trust. All these can be left in the
bucket beside the BB publicity stand.

Our 50" birthday is coming up -- but more of that next month.

Kenya Projects UK - 2012/13

Susan Gulliver

Looks like being a small team going to Kenya at the end of this year —
small but select! We are aiming to have a bore-hole dug at the Gatondo
clinic and are waiting for the costings on that but we are guessing that it
will be expensive. Therefore we need to get going on some serious fund-
raising.
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We will have Covert Sale dates, etc. to give you soon but for now we are
concentrating on selling our cards and trips to Wisley. Cards can be sold
at any event to which we are invited, and can be made to order. We would
also appreciate any used greetings cards of all kinds as we can re-cycle
them into new cards — very green!

We intend to visit Wisley every month throughout 2012 and hope to have
paying passengers to take with us. It’s a lovely day out at any time of the
year and £17 per person includes travel and entry. On Monday 23™ January
we enjoyed a lovely visit — even on a cold winter day there were plenty of
flowers. Snowdrops, hellebores, camellias, witch hazel and a few daffs and
cyclamen. Warmed up in the glasshouse where, along with the exotic
blooms, there are also butterflies at the moment (until 23™ February, so join
us in February if you’d like to see them). Since our guests could not do a
lot of walking we had a ride round on the mobility vehicle too which meant
they saw most of the gardens. First time Shirley and I have done that! We
are also willing to push if anyone wants to use a wheelchair for their visit.

The dates we have set so far are listed below but could possibly be
negotiable.

Monday 20" February Thursday 22™ March Monday 9" April (Easter)
Saturday 5" May Thursday 21* June

Please let us know if you would like to go with us. Susan @ 8025 4916
and Shirley & 8026 7005.

Step this way

Fairtrade Spring Shopping Evening

What? Crafts, jewellery, clothes and gifts for Mother’s Day and Easter
including Real Easter Eggs. Complimentary glass of wine / refreshments.

Where? St Martin’s Church, Queens Road (off Lakewood Road).

When? Friday 2" March from 6.30-9.00 pm. Further details from Tricia
B 8025 2546 tricia.urquhart@ntlworld.com www.fairtrade.org.uk/step.

In 2012 we want everyone to take a step for Fairtrade and bring a brighter
future to farming communities in the developing world.
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Homelesshess & Poverty Action

Dawn Wood

Our world is filled with barriers between people: barriers that prevent us
from understanding one another. They are created by unfair benefits rules
and inadequate wages; by the stigma attached to being poor or homeless;
and by the growing gap between the richest and poorest people in our
society.

Churches and community projects can break these barriers. They can
challenge prejudice, enable excluded people to live full lives, and build a
fairer world.

The Justice and Peace noticeboard in the Linkway gives some more food
for thought. Last year our church financially supported a number of
charities who work with vulnerable and homeless people, as well as
practical and prayer support for many other organisations. These include
the Society of St James, working in and around Southampton
(www.ssj.org.uk), Alabare Christian Care and Support, which has a
project supporting young people in Romsey (www.alabare.co.uk),
Eastleigh Churches Rent Guarantee Scheme & 07914 209028 and
Winchester Basics Bank (winchesterbasicsbank.hampshire.org.uk). You
may want to take the opportunity of this week to find out more about their
work. In March, Dawn Wood will be sleeping out at Salisbury Cathedral in
aid of Alabare Christian Care and Support and will be very grateful for any
sponsorship.

Drama Group

Brenda Discombe

M.D.G. Players

Ask any member and they will tell you the worst job on
the committee is choosing the next play. Over the course
of time we must have read (and rejected) hundreds.
Every so often one comes along which grabs your attention and makes you
want to stage it straight away. Our next production, Entertaining Angels, is
one of those. The opening is funny, the middle is thought-provoking and
moving and the ending ... well come and see for yourself! I promise you,
you will not be disappointed. The dates for your diary are 29", 30" and
31* March.
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Going for Gold

Want to
* share the Good News of Jesus in fresh ways?
* Help others 'win a medal'?
* Avoid falling at the first hurdle?
* Share experiences - good and bad?

Then this Day Conference is for you!

In our church on Saturday 10™ March from 10.00
am - 4.00 pm.

Refreshments and light lunch of soup, rolls and fruit
provided - donations on the day, please.

If you wish to attend contact Mrs H Bagshaw =
01329 845978 ™ hazel_bagshaw@sky.com by 8™
March.

Organised by the Fresh Expressions Group of the
Southampton Methodist District.

February 2012 23



Heart of Inner Silence

Vic Gold

How privileged we are to be the benefactors of God’s love and serenity in
our everyday lives, and for His being our friend of inner silence, helping to
reshape our lives anew.

May we also be grateful for His everlasting friendship that never ceases to
bring the sunshine of His love into our lives and to comfort those who,
because of the multiple stresses in today’s world, might otherwise feel left
out in the cold.

Prayer is the silent language of the heart that helps us to feel closer to God.
May our sensitivities through prayer and faith be expressed with a warm
heart.

Sometimes there are doubts in our lives where chasms of unbelief open up
within us because our mind is concentrating elsewhere, and times when we
can also become prodigals like Saul on the road to Damascus. Thankfully,
God rejoices within us once again, helping us to pray with a clean and
humble heart.

If our devotional life is to be nourished and cultivated for the enhancement
of our spiritual health, we need to seek a peaceful pathway to the heart of
our Creator, particularly as we try to overcome our wandering thoughts to
help us focus on a quiet time of prayer.

As we pray, God does not require us to make superhuman efforts of the
mind, but to offer quiet inner thoughts of simplicity and sincerity. There are
times when peace of the heart can also become a prayer in itself.

Thoughtful friendship can invariably go a long way towards helping us to
bring a new tomorrow to a lonely person; renewing hope and comfort
instead of letting the dark clouds of despair take hold.

How happier lives can be if we help to improve its quality
for those less fortunate by engaging in a lifeline of support
of doing God’s work in a positive way.
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Write for The Link

Contributions to The Link

Thank you to everyone who contributes to The Link each month, reflecting
the life and work of this church and community. Please respect the deadline
or, if that’s not possible, let the editor know when to expect copy.

The deadline for the March issue is
Wednesday 22" February
Send to both:

™ barnpiece@yahoo.co.uk
and ™ link.editor@hotmail.co.uk

Handwritten contributions should be left in The Link pigeon-hole at church.
You can also post contributions to: The Link Editor, Chandler’s Ford
Methodist Church, Winchester Road, Chandler’s Ford, EASTLEIGH,
SO53 2GlJ.

Please remember your contribution to the production of The Link.
We suggest 40p to cover costs.

If you know of anyone who can’t get to church regularly but would like to
receive a copy, contact Richard Wright (see back cover).

We apologise for any errors or omissions

(Song words printed under CCL 30794)

www.chandlersfordmethodistchurch.co.uk



Minister: Rev. Peter Cornick = peter@chandlersfordmethodistchurch.co.uk
33 Carlyn Drive, Chandler’s Ford, SO53 2DJ. 023 8026 8803

Editor:

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

8.00 am
10.30 am

6.30 pm
6.00 pm
8.00 pm

7.00 pm
7.00 - 8.30 pm
7.30 pm

2.30 pm
5.45-7.15 pm
7.00 — 8.00 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
7.30-9.00 pm
7.30 pm

WEDNESDAY

10.00 am
1.45-3.15pm
7.30 —9.00 pm
7.30 pm

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

9.00 am

1.45 —3.30 pm
4.45 — 7.45 pm
8.00 — 10.00 pm

10.30 am

5.00 — 6.00 pm
6.00 — 7.30 pm
6.00 — 9.00 pm

SATURDAY

6.00 — 6.45 pm
6.30 — 8.00 pm

Richard Wright = barnpiece@yahoo.co.uk 023 8026 7099

Holy Communion (1% Sunday of each month)
Morning Worship
J Team (for children school age to early teens)
(There is a créche for those pre-school age)
Evening Worship
Young People's Fellowship (1% Sunday)
SNiF (Sunday Night Fellowship)

Boys' Brigade
Other Hand Puppets (Age 7+)
Occasional Music Group (2™ Monday)

Women's Fellowship

Brownies

Youth Choir

Men's Supper Club (4" Tuesday)
Badminton Club

Guides

Spectrum Group for Women (1% Tuesday)

Men's Fellowship

Dovetots Parents and Toddlers (Term time)
Folk Dancing (2™ and 4™ Wednesdays)
Drama Group

Prayer Time in the Prayer Corner
Ladies' Badminton

Boys' Brigade (Anchor Boys/Juniors)
Youth Club

Shoppers Service
Rainbow Guides

Brownies

Boys' Brigade Band Practice

Junior Choir
Junior Youth Club

COFFEE ROOM is open in the Dovetail Centre every Monday to Saturday

(except Bank Holidays) from 9.30 am — 12 noon

PRESCHOOL - Every weekday from 9.05 am — 12.05 pm (2.9 — 5 years)

TRAIDCRAFT - In the Linkway each Friday from 10.00 am — 12 noon
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